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| 1. Seme Chriftian religion is is not 1 


tion 6of men, but the work of God, it 
received its full perfection at the beginning of it. 
For who can imagine, the apoſtles were igno- 
rant of any truth neceſſary or uſeful to ſabyation? 
Or that any thing has been! ſince found ont touch 

a ing the conduct of life, more wiſe and excellent 
tha what Jefus' Chriſt taught them At is among 
the firſt Chriſtians therefore, that we muſt Took 
for a pattern. of the moit perfect life, and by con- 
ſequence of. the moſt bappy, which can 25 upon 0 


<arth. | 
2. Let us bezin Aich the Acht i Kieſelf, . 
OY model and ſource” of all perfection. In his 
very childhood he ſets us an example; by his 
teachableneſs and obedience to his parents. Of 
the reſt of his youth we only know, that he lived 
in the little town of Nazareth, paſſing! for the 
ſon of a carpenter, and working, as one himſelf. 
In ſuch obſcurity he; who came to be the light af 
1 world, choſe to paſs the part of his 
life. Thirty years he lived a private life, and oy- 
x 1 three or four in public, to ſhew us, that a pri- 
6 is beſt for the generality of men: and 
that 


ende. He wo 
or aſtercation.;: be ſeldom layed 61 


him. He 
l can of mytelf, 
nothing. My Father WhO abideth in me, be it 


mountains to pray, 


* a De Manners of the | 5:08 


that there: is onlxa mall number w 
act in public, ſo pr as the order of 
love of their neighbour require it. 
3. Before his great work, he prepar- 
ed himſelf for it, by faſting-and prayer. And 
having aſterwards bean tempted of the devil, to 
ſhew, he is able to ſuccour us when we are tempt- 
ed, he went forth. to ſeek. and to ſave that which 
was laſt. He fhewed that he came from God by 
= miracles. And even theſe gave him matter 
man virtues 3. of. fi liei 7 humilit ati- 

; e 

& Was 


29- ought to 
„ and the 


aſked 0 do them.; and t 
or to. make known... the faith of thoſe that aſked 
gives the glory of al to his Father. 
ſays he (that is, as man) do 


is that doth the works.” _ | 
4. What patience was it to bear that incredi- 


5 1 ,multitude, which. N followed him, 
vrho preſſed to touch him, who 


usgon him, and wre often; re 


to overwh Im 
iim? If he went into a houſe, all the city gather- 

ed together at the doc, and gave him no time, 
ſo mack as to 6at.* So that he 3 no longer 
come into the tow ns, unleſs in ſecret; but was 
forced to ſtay abroad in the deſerts: and even 
thither the people followed him in 


fed there. Hence it was, that he retired to the 
that be employed the — 7a 
therein, and that he ſlept when he could, 


he * ag in che chip, during the pts 


only te exerciſe, 


rew themſeſyes 


great multi- 
*udes, as appears by the five thouſand, whom he 


IT T = 
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His. life was now more laborious, than 


Den he worked with his hands. Indeed he had 
not time to work in; inſomuch that he ſuffered 


women to miniſter unto him of their goods, and 


even kept ſome money by him. Of this he made 
Judi, the keeper. So much did Jeſus eſteem mo- 
"ney ! He gave alms of the fittle he had, and ſome- 
times he had none at all. Indeed he lived all along 
in great poverty. He had not where to lay his head. 
At his each, he had no goods, but His clothes. 
He came, not to be mini 
niſter. He made his journeys on foot, and con- 
tinued walking even till the heat of the day. For 
it was at noon that he ſat down; weary as he was, 
oll. the well, where he met the woman' of Sama- 
ria. And though he was the Lord of nature, we 
find not that he wrought any miracle for his own | 
convenience, or to ſpare his ow pains. The an- 
ls miniſtered unto him only once, to ſhew what 
Mp his due, had he pleaſed to uſe it. 
All his Aarrage Was ſimple, eafy, naburdl, 
50% - He 166ked them id che füce, with wW-õJãñn 
1 ſpake: as the rick young man. It is often 
faid,. He ſtretched forth his hand unto them; 
often, that he made uſe of ſuch other particular 
geſtures, as were ſuitable to the occaſion. . Some- 
times his very looks expreſſed pity, or grief, or 


ger ation: at other ti es, tenderneſs 5 ag when 


he took up the children in bis arms, and kid his 
Bands u on hem! oh ** t 59 1891 2111 Fel 59 


7. With all this ue e Finplicity of be- 


haviour, he ptelerdd a wonderful dignity. He. 
was always ſerious: We find him twiee in tears: 
but it is not ſaid, that he | ever daughed. He aſk- 


<4" ridthing*'6f' ay * following ' bis own, v 
matin, 
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ered unto, but to mi- 
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ceive.“ All men ſought him out; and ran unto 
him. He convetfed with all, without any mean- 
-neſs of behavibur,. and y 2 with the utmoſt con- 
- deſcenfiin ; being eaſy; o acceſs to all; yea to 
Publitans and 9 He condefcended to 
eat, and to lodge with them, yea to let a woman 
that was h ſinner touch him, and perfume his 
. feet; a delieacy that ſeemed quite oppoſite to his 
10 and mortified life. 
38. As he came into the world to inſtruct man- 
kind, he taught continually both in public and 
jr butler : infomyeh that men admired the power 
by which he ſpoke, and the gracious words that 
eame out of his mouth. His diſcourſe was ſim- 


ple and clear, without any ornament, but byglp 


and natural figures. Sometimes, he peaks by 
actions, as when he bids John's ene by Go 
tell unto John what ye have ſeen and heard.“ 
n e his words are few. le lays 
down great ꝓrinciples, without troubling himſelf 
py draw | conſequences, or to prove them. In- 
deed they carry in themſelves the light of truth, 
which only wilful blindgzeſs can reſiſt. When 


be does uſe proofs, they are thoſe of ſenlible rea- 


fonings and familiar rifons. , - His .miracles 
proofs, and beſt ſuited to all 


untlerſun dinge. Theſe were equally N 


ed by the learned, as Nicodemus,, and the un- 


learned, s the b born blind. He often joins 
thereto the authorities of the law and the pro- 
phets, ſhewing that bis doctrine came from 
-the ſume wiſdom, and 2 Old Teſtament 
and the New nere Waagen ths me ir en- 
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Why That his difciples might have the full bene- 


fit of his example, he lived with them in com- 


mon, as one family. They followed him wher- 


ever he went; they ate and lodged with him; 
they had opportunity of ſtudying him continual-. 
ly. He fpared no pains to inſtruct them. What 


they underſto64 not in his public diſcourſes, he 


explained to them in private ; treating them as 
his friends, and telling them all things, as they 
were able to bear them. He bore with the ut- 


_ moſt patience, their dulneſs, their ignorance, their 


vanity, and all their faults, and laboured without 
._ ceaſing to corre them. 
10. But kt had other diſciples . beſides the 
twelve: for afl who believed and were baptized 
were called his diſciples. St. Paul mentions a- 
| "bove 500 bf them, who together ſaw him after 
his refprrection. So that the church even then 
conſiſted of 7wo' parts: the people, ſimply called 
The diſciples ot | The: brethren; and thoſe whom 
Chriſt K A miniſtering in public: 
fuch were firft, The apefles, and then the % 
whom he choſe, and ſent e and we before 
his face. 01207 eee alt 
11. The different degrees of love wherewith 


our Lord loved different perſons are worthy a 


ſerious reflection. He hath taught us that 
every man is our neighbour, whom we are to 
love as ourſelves: - and he accordingly loved all 
the -yorld :; yea, he gaye-his life Yor all, Tet he 
loved his diſciples in a particular manner, and 

above the reſt of them, his apoſtles 3 above the 
reit of che apoſtles, It. Peter and the ſonstof Zo 
Laute; and aher 17 Bit is Thus bn his 
Dan erample Kath hi authOrized us to egard 
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- ſome perſons with a particular, affection, and 
"aw; that [peculiar inendibip. is not inconſiſtent 
with univerſal charity. 

2. But in 1 ſufferings chiefly hath « He left 
us an example, that we ſhould. 1 in his ſteps.” 
Being like us in all things, except fin, he felt 
all the inconvenieneies of life; hunger, thirſt and 
rwearinels and pain: and the ſtate. he was in, the 

night before his paſſion, in the garden, plainly 

thews, that he was ſenſible like us, of grief and 
fear and ſadneſs. Add to theſe his ſenſe of the 
-hardneſs of men hearts, and the contradiction of x 
ſinners, But he ſuffered all, and particularly 1 

his paſhon, with an invincible conſtaney. 5 a 
who with a word could have rie his ac? 
cuſers and judges together, opened not his mouth. 
He ſtood unmoved as x rock in the midſt of all 
inſults, reproaches, outrages. On the very croſs 
he poſſeſſed his ſoul in patience. Even there re- 
tairiing. compoſure of mind, he prays for his mur- 
deters he accepts the faith of the penitent thief; 
he provides for: his mother's, comfort z he finiſhes | 
the accompliſhment of the prophecies ; ; 8 ey” 
2 his ä to God. | | 7 | 
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of God. 
of modern reaſoners and diſputer 


of Chriſt With ho Rigs th NG: 8 
St. Paul to the Corinth Hhwert of me, 
as Tam, - Chriſt : and 1 Ippiant; Bre- 


thren, be, 857 to ther of 95 and mar them 


vhich walk Ja, as ye have us for an example. 

pep 4, 4 Thus they thy I eir lives as well as 
their words. ſe out ſome of the'be- 
 hevers, whom ey Hut t in a more particular 


manner, 1 clus Chriſt had inſtructed them. 


Theſe were with them continually wherever they 
went: theſe followed them in all their journies, 
and were appointed by them to reſide in, and to 
rern the churches as they were formed. 80 


Vith St. Peter was Marl, whom be calls his ſoa 


11 Pet. v. 13.) and St. N 
the Churches. Wich St. Puyl, were \Timothy, 


Titus, St. Luke, and ſometimes the ſame St. C- 
ment. Thus Polycarp accompanied St. 


LA 
Theſe holy men applied themſelves with 7 


to learn the doQrine, and to imitate the ves of 


the apoſtles. And hereby they were themſelves 


examples to other worded both by word and 
converſation, in charity, in ſpirtt, in faith, 10 


purity. They likewiſe themſelves' formed G 
ciples, capable of inſtructing and forming others. 
And this St. Pau directs Finely to Py (2 * 


ii. 2.) The things which thou 7297 heard of m 


among many wil neſſes, the ame commit ib A 
faithful men, who ſhatl be able'ts teach others alſo. 


Thus was the faith once delivered to the ſaints : 
thus was the church, the whole body of Chriſ- 


tians from the beginning, the ground ang pillar 
of truth, of all the truihs contained Ils erseles 
In the writings cherefo © £2 44 — 


. 
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1 ſenſe of i fries har to be un- 
derRRood, which, they. received From th N 


a the apoſties from Chriſt. | 1 N 
3. The church at „ t pattern! and 


F: mother of all churches, was taught And govern- 


ed by-the apoſtles theraſelves. And all the mem- 


| jt bers thereof continued Read}: Wes, in the apoiles. dec- 


i Arine and fellowſhip, and in 


L 


. 
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reaking of bread and 
in-prayer; ;. All a believed-were tog ether 'and hid 
All phings common. They fold their, e, 4 
Desde, and parted "thei te all, as every; mani had | 
need. They continued daily with one accord in 
kde temple, and in breaking bread in the houſe or. 
chamber appointed for UP and eat their meat avith 
of heart, Prat ih g. & God and 

favour with; all the people. Again we. read, 
ep - paultitade F them. that + believed, . ere of. « aue 
| and of. one foul, neither e any, that Gu, bt 
of the condo avbich Be poſe fe was A own, but 
hey. dad all. things. common.” And great grace 


we — ' them all; neither ' WAFS. there any among 


ayanted.; for as many at were poſſe 45 
br tbecg ar; houſes » ſold them. and brou ught, K f 


4 


gs 5 is 177 the. things 7h, noere” old, and Taid them 


dbu at the apoſtles feet... And Aribution Was made 
fo every many according as he had need. 

4. This community of goods the angient Shi. 
;  Jdoſophers, and” law-givers often endeavoured, but 


. | eould;never effect: having only puniſhments to 
„ conſtrain, or reaſonings to perſuade men to it. 
Auch both theſe were too weak to prevail. Only 


a 


the grace of Chriſt could effect it. When, this 
Was ſhed abroad i in their hearts, they all looked 


on each other as brethren, all united in one fa- 


mily, and 6d. wah by the common care of their 


8 e | Father, 
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4 aher, . The. law of f Jobe, 100 often repeated * 


elr "Lord, was continually Are" their e 
by this did all men know Bo were his diſci ples; -by 
their love to one another. 
„It is fal, that they” add Neadſaſtly in 


the apoſtles doFrine; and they are often called, 


the diſciples or learners. They diligently applied 


themſelves to learn all the truths of God, 2 | 


by bearing he. apoſtles by ch in public, PAT 


vate, or by bing and 25 mpating 
holy ſcriptures; th meditating! vpon hem. 
is likewiſe ſaid, that they continued in 4 3W' 
and went dai] for that purpoſe to the temple: 
probabl | dhe ſolemn hours'' bf - prayer, the 
e, ks and ninth, which the Chriſtian Qurch 
obſcrved for many ages 999 O26 57 DItbaud 
6. The other part of the daily ſervice" men- 
tioned herb, is 2 brealing of bread, or the Lords 
75 25 che phraſe fi 2 2% t in this place 
alone, but in many others of the New. Teſta- 
ment. It Was followed by 2 repaſtz the uſe of 
which continued long in 07 3 under the 


name, of Leap 2 hs yes” 50 And theſe 
It is, 1 * tf gladne ey 1 ' fngleneſt of 


tart. 100 word, 410 the Chriſtians were as 
Hy c e in Name difirkedeſtedneſs And 
[298 f renoung ing worldly doe and hopes, 
ey 141 45 9 Ne oat ions of paffions and 100 | 
x cafingfſes 7 Lb ſo that bur minds were 
Who takell ug bestell and their Hope full 
A RL Hh y- k the churth” of | Ferufalthn 
liſted MY ar, forty yeats,” under; the- Codukk of 
Hes, and ame? (the biſhop of it) in 
tht od n al the" lle te | eing the ruitr of 
tar unhappy city *to approact® according to the 
prediction 


The i of che Heathons ho he 'E 


12 The Manners of the 


prediction of their Maſters, . gut of Wh 
the little town of Pella, wh they Sha 
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ſuppoſe, that the men who lived ſeventeen Al 
nus years ago, were more artleſs, more inno- th 


ent and more teachable, than thoſe; that are now pr 
alive. But the 6. writings: of i thoſe / times which yl 


Kill remain, clearly prove the contrary. | th 
_ crimes, , whereof they give us 55 füll accoun in 
Were commmted i in 1 16 of the ſun. No a I 
ran into ; a corner to commit them, or cndea- di; 
youred, afterwards x Fares them. Arid the he 
Providence of. God 1 ud pt 
8 porpoſe ſhew Or 2 
Abyſs of . Ae r pee ph 
in the beginning, of his epiſtle to the Roy Cay 
Jus Chrift, deliveted the world. RA the 

a. The, ordinary diverſions Vol the | ge, yep 0 74, 
mo were buy Hy men. Fill, 404 K noth er, Or, liv 
by wild beaſts. 5% ER 5 ſui 

13 5 Proyinces h 1 9 55 

ies upon tho ,who 1 17 ih 185 he 

eemperors put to, fleäth the aſc - am 

. e Ich 15 e K bad his 
401229 Princes fa 
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princes ſhed ſo much blood, even of the moſt. 
noble Romans. Their avarice was equal to their 
cruelty ; ſo that all places were full of frauds, of 
falſchoods, of perjurics, of calumnies, of violences 
JJ 0 ed Ee+ 
3. Yet in the midſt of the. Roman empire, yea, 
of Rome - itſelf, © Chriſtianity eſtabliſhed itſelf: 
And that at a time when it was the moſt en- 
lightened that it ever was, as well as the moſt 
corrupted.. Nor could it more evidently appear, 
that the Goſpel was the poxver of God, than by its 
triumphing over” thoſe very diſpoſitions, which 
were of all others moſt opposite to it. What 
could be more oppoſite to the humility of faith 
and the ſimplicity of the Chriſtian doctrine, than 
the haughtineſs of ſelf-conſcious knowledge, and . 
pride of underſtanding? What to the inward pu- 
rity, it required, and the ſtrictneſs of its morality, 


than that eatire depravity of heart, and overflow- 
f TY df4 3 Lg 


I-00 


* . * 2 


el? ith i. d & £7 Y | 922 
ing corruption of manners? 


4. The manner of preaching the Goſpel was 
different, according to the diſpoſitions of the 
hearers. The apoſtles convinced the Fews by 
proofs drawn from their own prophets, and other 
parts of holy; writ; the Heathens, by reaſonings, 
more ſimple” or more ſubtle, according to their 
capacity. But what, moſt, prevajled on the hea- 
thens was, the, miracles which were frequent for 
two hundred years aſter the apoſtles, the holy 
lives of the Chriſtians, and their conſtancy in 


ſufferings and death. ' 

5. When any one defired to be a Chriſtian, 
he was brought to the biſhop, who, carefully ex- Te . 
amined, what were the motives and cauſes of 
his deüring it, and what his life paſt had begn. 
c 


rr 


Ane 
14 The Manners of the 


Tor .none were received'tll they had renounced 
whatever was contrary to the law of Chriſt : and 
| gue proof for ſome time, that they 1 were 


etermined to make it the rule of their furnre 
life. Pee, Ki 

6. He 3 was Fe Bucer in his letze, 
was received by the biſhop into the number of 
Catechumens. Theſe were not only preſent at 
the public expoſition of ſcripture (for ſo Fi 
the Infidels themſelves) but had. Catechifts a 
pointe for them, whoſe office it was, to intra 
chem / ſeberally in che firſt principles of Chriſtian- 

R ity, and to watch over them continually, that 
their practice might be anſwerable thereto. The 
common time for being a catechumen was two 
Years : : but it might be either longer or ſhorter. 
It was always ſo long, till the perſon appeared 
to. be changed in heart and life. The names 
of thoſe who were judged to be thus changed, 
were given in at the 1 ginning of Lent. Ani 
theſe, as well as the faithfol, ſpent that ſolemn 
time, in watching, faſting and prayer. In the 
mean while they were inſtructed in the creed, and 
the myſteries of the Chriſtian faith: as to their 
progreſs therein, they were frequently examined 

in the church, before the congregation. 

7. Toward the end of Lent they were taught 
the iLerd's prayer, and inſtructed in the nature 
of the ſacraments, and having been thus pre- 
pared, they were baptized on Fafter-Eve, that 
they 71 riſe again with Chriſt: or on bin 
eve of Pentec 0 that they mighty be ready 
receive the ly: 'Cholt.. But thou; gh t 8 
were a ſlated 5 5 of baptiſm, even i the 

were in danger of death 
were 
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were baptized at any time: as in caſe of open 
perſecution.. 

8. The. day of baptiſm being come, the Ca- 
techumen was brought to the baptiſtery. This 
Was at firſt near the church. of in the church 
porch: afterwards' in the church iiſelf. Here, 
after he had renounced the devi and all his 
works, he was queſtioned concerning the faith, 
and concerning his purpoſe of leading 4 Cbriſ- 
tian life. To which queſtions he gave diſtinct 
anſwers. He was then baptized in the name of 
the Father, of the Son, and of the Hul Ghoſt. ; 
At, his coming out of the water, a W ite gar- 
ment was iven him, far a- token of the inno- 
cence which was now given him, and which he 
was to take care to preſerve without ſpot unto 
his life's end. When the perſons baptized were 
infants, their ſureties or ſponſors (as Tertullian 
calls them) anſwered. for them. Immediately; 
aften baptiſm they were preſented to the biſhop 
to. be confirmed, by. prayer and impoſition of 
hands; a 10 for a long time after the were in- 
ſtructed and aſſiſted, as by the prieſt, ſo by thoſe 
who bad witneſſed for them, till they were 
throughly perfect in the fqith, and tony prepared. 
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| of their Prayer and study of 
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THOSE who were baptized wa) to lead 

a new life, wholly ſpiritual and ſuper- 

natural; a life of faith and prayer: remembering 
the words of their Lord, that men ought always 
10 pray and not to faint; they endeavoured to 


pray without ceaſing, and uſed all forts of means, 


that the application of their ſpirit to God, might 
be interrupted the leaſt that was poſſible. But of 
all prayer, they had the greateſt eſteem for pub- 
hc; as well knowing, the more perſons joined 
together, to beg of God any mercy, the more 
force their prayers. had to obtain it. And the 
ſervice being ended, they ſaluted each other, the 
men the men, and the women the women, with 
the kiſs of peace. 

2. But beſides their ſolemn prayers both in 
public and private, they uſed particular prayers 
before all they did: following therein the direc- 
tion of St. Paul, Whatſocever ye do in word or 
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Feſus, giving 


"Ronde to God, even the Father, by him. Accord- 


ingly, plowing, ſowing, reaping, and all their 
works, were begun and ended in prayer. They 
prayed when they began to build a houſe, or ta 
live in it, and on all the common occurrences of 
life, Their falutations when they met, and at 


the 
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the beginning; of theix letters, were: not only ex: 
preſſions of friendſhip, but prayers. 470! 
, The book of Elm made a great part of 
their prayers as including the ſum of all the 
ſeriptuxes, and ſhewing, what ſentiments a ſerxvant 
of God ought to have, in all the various condi- 
tions of life. To theſe they always joined the 
reading a part of ſame of the other holy books: 
all which the biſhops and paſtors of the church, 
explained with all diligence, inſtructing their 
flock., beth publicly and from» houſe: to houſe, 
and ſuiting their inſtructions to their ſeveral 
capacities, But they all along declared, they ſpake 
not from themſelves, they ſaid nothing. new, no- 
thing of: their own. They. deelared,.that they 
were only faithful relators of the goſpel of Chriſt, 
and of that interpretation thereof, i they 


' had! received! from their fore -fathers, an their 


ſorerfathers from the apoſtles. They imprint- 
ed in the faithful the utmoſt abhorrence for all 
novellies, eſpecially in doctrine. Inſomuch that 
if private Chriſtians heard any diſcourſe which 
was contrary to the firſt faith, they did not 


amuſe themſelves with diſputing, but immediate- 


I laft her ple. bus 
- 44 What had! been read to them in public, 
out of the W the faithful read agaiu 
in private They talked of. it in the houſe and 
by the way ;; they. meditated thereon day and 
night. Indeed, particular houſes, as St. Chry- 
/eftom- obſerves, . were then-churches. Every fa- 
ther BODE 2 paſtor to his family,, inſtructing his 
wife, children, ſervants;: exhorting them fami- 
larly, preſiding over their joint devotion, and 
every way aſſiſting to preſerve them in the. unity 
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of the church, d 0 build them up in faith and 
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love. n WH 


F. In the ban ATW Wey di not neg let to 


work with their hands; bab, that wer might 


avoid idleneſs, the root of all viees, that they 


| might provide for their own. N and that 


they might have the more ability to help their 
brethren. But they took care to chooſe not only 
innocent employs, but ſueh as beſt ſuited with 
retirement and humility, and did not too much 
engage the mind, or diffipate the thoughts : 
what time they could ſpare from thefe, they em- 
ployed in works of charity + in viſiting the fick 
or Aided, and aſſiſting whoever ſtood in need 
of their aſlitance So that the life of a Chriſtian 
was a eontinued courſe of prayer, reading and 
labour, ſutceeding each other; and as little as 
poſſible interrupted by the neceſſities of life. 
Whatever ealling they were of, they regarded it 
always, as only an acceſſory or help to religion; 
which they ever remembered was the one ſingle 
buſineſs, that was to take up all their lives. 
Their prafeſſicn Was, purely and fimply to be 


Chrikians, They aſſumed no other diſtinction: 


and when they were queſtioned concerning their 
name, their country, their eondition, their o wo 


| aaa er Laut, a ene Fon 


17 
4 « 4 4 2 
\ 1 . 


* l \ 4 | > £  & ” * 
49914311 12 1 j 39179 


F 
"_ 
4 «8 A k el PL Utd 
gin Zain Kieng efii o: 170318 100 
Il £11557 2171011 eg e £2! 13's ne 11. 
hes 1 5 31tic . en: 19 n e (1161. 
F Fi ten 0} gal fillt yew v v1979 


Ls , 
| * 


a. nit. AM 


* 


E ͤ˙ꝛm⏑t —ͥꝶ , Aa . af _A_CS A 


PPS A oa 


of their «Bagh, Mea 


Ancient | Chiiflianss 19 


? 


> . . Py : * 
* . 
*7 * . * * * * , * 
4 +> n . " 
= 
8 - | 
7 - 
* 


and Seriouſneſs. 8 


nb. v. 


F 


HE faſts 5 the NG were either year- 
ly, as that of Lent, Which they obſerved 


ily till fix-in the evening; or weekly, as thoſe - 


of - Wedneſday: and Friday, which: they obſerved 
till three au .the-afternodn.._ The yearly they kept 
in memory. of their Lord, and in obedience to 
that command, Muben the bride-groam fall be taken 
away, then ſhall they faſt in-thoſe days. |: And the 


"ll & too were ohſerved throughout the whole 


in remembrance of his paſſon: becauſe: 
on - Wedneſday. the council againſt him mas held; 
and on Friday he was put to death. During the 
whole Len, many eat only bread, arid; water: 
ſome added thereto nuts and almonds: and others 
were obliged to uſe different food, according to 


their diffarent infirmities- But all abſtained“ 


from Wine and; delicate meats, during wWhaterer 


time was ſet Apart. for faſting, and. ſpent as large 
a proportion af ig as way could, ig if nin 
reading, and prayer. 77: 7 Air 31 
2. At all times the 8 of Chrikings * 1 
plain and frugal. They did not live tojeat,: but 
eat to live. They uſed only fuch food and ſuch: 
a.meaſure of it as Was neceſſarꝝ forchealth and 
ſtrength... As, to.the kinds of{;food,: they ate 
whatever; was (et; before... them, except blood 
Ws +a Kea d from whigh.chey, carefully 


Wikained, 


13 0:4 


abſtained, according to the decree of the apoſtles 

ſpeaking by the Holy: Ghoſt: , Some indeed 

there were in all ages, who eat only herbs with 

bread and water; not out of any abhorrence of 

coc Other+ food; but believing this to be - beſt for 

| _*® their, own weakneſs. No Chriſtians eat with 
3 |  hereticks, or perſons-excommunicated : but they 
) did ſometimes with infidels, that they might not 


A 


3 break off all fociety with them 

| 3. The ſame air of modeſty appeared in all the 

1 other parts of their life. They valued only in- 
= ward greatneſs; they: eſteemed no nobility, but 
58 ngbleneſs of ſoul. ' They made no account of pe- 
ES nithable goods, or of: any: riches but ſpiritual. 
* They utterly. deſpiſed all that luxury had intro- 


7 duced; all the idle expenſe of magnificent 
buildings; of. coſtly: apparel; of ſumptuous furs 
_*_- niturez and veſſels: of gold and filver../ Behold 
the furniture which her perſecutots found in the 
chamber of Domno, a rich lady of Nrcodemia ++ 
the Acht of the apoſtles, two mats upon the floor, 
d x wooden box, and an earthen cenſe. 
44. As to their dreſs, they wore no glaring co 
laurs, but moſtly white, the emblem of purity. 
Fhey uſed no coſtly ſtuffs, no rings, je wels, per- 
 fames; nothing fine or delicate; plainneſs; mo- 
deſty, gravity and a contempt of: ornament,” 
were viſible in their whole exterior They made 
uſe of none of the public: diverſtons, but ac- 
counted them all abominations; not only as being 
idolatreus, but as being one great ſource of the 
general corruption of manners. And infact the 
”  theatre-whs mo other than -a fchoof of immddeſty: 
the achpkitheatre; were men fought with each 


otlier, or W. 
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ſolutely un werthy his bigh calling : whoſe co 


was, we muſt not imagine it was E 


. ambition. They were free from pride, malice, 


Aalen GNM . 2 


of cruelty. And all theſe diverſions ſomented 
all ſorts of paſſions, which it is the buſineſs of 
Chriſtianity to calm. Therefore it is, that even J 
the races of the Circus, which appeared the moſt 7 
innocent, are conſtantly mentioned, by the fa- | 1 
thers, with horror and deteſtation: not only on 
account of the idleneſs they promoted, and the 
vaſt expenſe that attended them; but like wiſe 
of the promiſcuous converſe of men and women, 
and the factions which reigned there, producing 
every day quarrels and rr that 


0 
1 
A 
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often proceeded even to blood. 


5. They likewiſe entirely Approved of tice, 
and all other ſedentary games, the leaſt miſchief 
of which they Judged. to be, the nouriſhing of 
floth and idleneſs. They did not approve of 
loud laughter, or whatever has a tendency there- 
to: as light diſcourſes, ludicreus geſtures or gc 
tions, buffoonery,”-drollery. © They thought 
theſe beneath the dignity of a Chriſtian, at 


verſation — * to be ays gobd, ts the "uſe r 
edi ying, that it may mini ter grace to the bearers. 
They conſidered, that both our Lord and all his 
apoſtles, led the moſt ſcrious life ' poſſible : and 
that St. Paul condemns by name, that habit of 
jeſting, raillery or facetiouſneſs, which the 
eathens ranked among their virtues, as not 


convenient for a follower of Chriſt. 
6. But as ſtrict as the life of theſe Chriſtians 


No, as they prayed without ceaſing, and in every 
thing gave thanks, ſo they rejoiced evermore. 
They were not diſquieted by covetouſneſs or 
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_eny3p,-and; all that, train of uneaſy paſſions, by 
Which men of the world are continually tor- 


mented': not being attached to the goods of the 


preſent life, they were little touched with the 


oalamities of it: having always. the peace of a 
good eonſqience, the joy of doing well, and a 
full ſaſſurance of * fayaur of Ws both in ys 
Ang in cetera — 8 

7. Nor did the, care 1 "theis poſterity, give 
them: any ipquietude.. The W they withed 
their children, was no other, than. that they de- 
ſired — themſelves, even to finiſh, their 6-565 


with joy, It they left them orphans, they knew 


the qhureh would be their mother, and. ſupply all 
their wants. Thus they lived without care, 


without. fear, without deſire of any of the things 


of, the world. But nat without pleaſure. What 
pleaſute ( ſays Tertullian) is greater than, © con- 
tempt of the world, 4 — of anz A. 


* Bey, purity. of conſcience; contented 


things ? You: treadiunder foot; the gods of, the. 
Heathens; you heal diſcaſesz, you caſt: out de- 
vile you are led by the Holy N you; hve 
toi God. Theſe are the. peer * dete the, di- 
ae e e — | 
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their cr Marine 42 Union, 
and public Aſſemt . po 
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1. TH an this ibgwgerneht Me det e 


World, the greateſt part of the firſt 
Chriſtians were married. "Phy were ſenſible 


indeed of the vaſt advantages, which St. Pa 


obſerves belong to à fingle life. And many ac- 


cordingly choſe it, both men and women, for 


the kingdom of heaven's ſake: but they knew, 
all men cannot recerve this ſaying: and therefore 
never condemned thoſe who did not receiveꝭ it. 
Thoſe who bred up orphans generally married 
them young, and uſually to their own children. 
For intereſt had nothing to do with their ehoiee, 


nor indeed any other confideration' but che ler 


of God. In this, as in all important affairs, they 
failed not to conſult the biſhop z and when all was 
fixed, the marriage was publicly and ſolemnly 
celebrated in the church, where it was conſeerated 
by the bleſſing of the paſtor; and e ty 
the oblatiott of the holy"evehariſt. + 
2. The happineſs" of à Chriſtian rey is 
this reprefented by Tertullian. «© Two Chtiſti- 
ans bear the ſame yoke together: they are but 
one fleſh and one ſpirit. They pray together; 
proſtrate themſelves together; they faſt to- 
er; they inſtruct; and they exkert each 
other. They are together in the houſe of God 
and at the table of che Lord ; in times of Perſe- 


cutions 
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cutions and peaceful times. They gire one ano- 
ther no uneaſineſs: they conceal nothing from 
each other: they ſtir up one another to praiſe 
God, to relieve the poor, to viſit the ſick, and 
not to be weary ofjoffering: any of thoſe ſacrifices 
wherewith God is well pleaſed.” _ 
3- Such was then the life of Paniddlar Chriſti- 
ans. None regarded himſelf alone. But all the 


Chriſtians of one place, conſidered themſelves 


as ouly one body. They all knew each other 
not only by their conſtantly meeting together in 
the public aſſemblies, but likewiſe by their em- 
bracing all opportunities, of opening their hearts 
to each other in private. 'Their joys and their 
griefs were common to all. If one received a 
particular bleſſing, they all took part in it; if 
one fell into fin, they all implored mercy. They 
lived together as relations, indeed as allied by 
nearer, ties than thoſe of fleſh' and blood: and 
called each other, fathers, children, brethren and 
foſters, according to their ſex and age. : 

4. But the ſtricteſt union of all was between 
the biſhops .of the church. They did nothing 
of importance, but by common conſent. Thoſe 
of the [moſt diſtant provinces knew each other, 
by character, at leaſt, aud held correſpondence 
by letters. And this it was eaſy to do by means 
of the vaſt extent of the Roman empire; which 
(as Origen remarks) ſeems to have been formed 
on / purpoſe, to facilitate the preaching of the 
goſpel. The church indeed ſoon extended itſelf 
beyond the empire on every ſide. And the far- 
ther it extended, the more to be admired was 
that; uniformity of faith and manners which, Was 


n al Chriſtians: true, religion having co. 
recte 
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rected in this vaſt diverſity of nations, all the bar- 


barous and unreafonable cuſtoms of its followers. 
So that the univerſal church tkroughout the whole 

world, was truly one body, the members where- 
of, however diſtant from each other, were: all 
united in one faith, by fervent charity. 

5. The account which is given by one of the 
earlieſt writers, of their public aſlembligs, i is as 
follows: „ On Sunday, all that live either ig the 
city or country, meet together at the amg ce, 
where the writings of the prophets ad apoltles 


are-readz. then the biſhop inſtrucks and exhorts 


the people., This ended, we all riſe up together 
(for. on all Sundays they prayed Randings au me- 
mory of the reſurrection of our *** and, pour 
out our ſouls in common prayers or Our- 
ſelves, and for all others antes the. world. 
Prayers being over, bread, and a c of wipe z and 
water are brought to the biſhop, which hs 700 
and offers up praiſe and glory to the Fhther.o 
thingy Bond | the ; RAD | of 7 ny ang, 
Spirit. ople anſwer wit acl 
tions, nen! Then the co 12 WER 8 
the euchariſtical bread. and wine. are A 
to, and partaken by, all that are preſent, and Tent 
to the abſent. by the hands. of the. deacons 5 real 
the martyr, adds, © Of this food. none 4, 
ed;to be partakers, but ſuch only, as ar true 15 
e and live according to Grill 1 gretepts. 
For we do not take this as common bread and 
common wine, but as the fleſh and Ma ef the 
incarnate en een met 
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N eee hat bey v of their 
2.) ' daQtrine, and the unblameableneſs - of 
* lives; the Chriſtians found what their Lord 
had told them, before, that they ſhould be bated 
of all men.” Becauſe they were not of the -wo#ld, 
25 erefore e the world hated them. Therefore was 
their name, caft out ar evi: yea, al manner of 
rdf Jai of them falſely ; and by all rariks of 
men; ; ants learned and unſearned; people 1 
mag! flrates being againſt them. And the the 
dice” was fuch,” that they, wore frequently- on 
1 1 the bare name of Chriflian with 
var 555 ezamination- This 3 to 
0 7 5 9 qualities; it being com- 
„ * Carts gef is a . good man; "i be 


| 

5 ; 
were, 155 a ebe fen. 1 
kt is no wonder, that this univerſal preju- , 

1 drew many xn upon them: 2 ( 
perſecution" comfno by fome edict for- ; 
idding the Chriſt a together. The N 
bikbops* pave” orice” ne ag this immediately,” and 
exhofred one anothey; to redouble their pagers 

_ and f0*encpprage the #afthfot' 10 run with put 
ente H Fate fet before them. Phen many re- 
tired, and ſome even of the paſtors, while the 
teſt remained with the people, but carefully con- 
called) Knowing they were the perſons, Who 
would be ſought for moſt diligently, as thoſe 


whoſe 
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whoſe deſtruction would probably occaſion; the 


diſperflon. of the whole flock;  , Indeed the rules 
of the church prohibited any, wilfully to ex- 
poſei themſelves to danger, or unnecefſarily to 
provoke the Hesthens, and draw perſecution 
n them. on 348 673332 34 

3. When any Chriſtians were diſcovered and 
apprehended, they were brought before the ma- 
giſtrate, who ſeated: oft his tribunal, interrogated 
them, whethet they were Chriftians? H they 
denied it, they were immediately ſet at liberty, 
for they knew d-Chrifian would not fave his life 
by à li. If they confeſſed; they were Chriſtianc, 
2 were. made uſe of to vanquiſh their con- 
ſtaney. Firſt, by perſuaſion and promiſes, then 
by 1 and laſt of all by tortures. Some: 
times they endeavoured to ſurprize them into 
idtolatry, and then porſaade them that they could 
not retract. They had always ſome idol and 
altar near. On this they offered victims in their 
preſence: of which they would often force them 
tb ent, or to driak of the wine offered to the 
idol. But this the Chrifians reſiſted with all 
the ir ſtrength: nay, when incenſe was laid upon 
their hands with arning coals, they would not 
fo much as ſhake pff the coals, for fear of ſeem- 
ing to-offet the antenſe; 
4. The uſual methods to force them to deny 
the faith, were, to ſtretah them upon the rack 
by cords faſtened to their hands and feet, an 


drawin at bath ends by pullies: to hang them up 


by their hands with weights tied to their feet: 
tu beat them with rods or large battoons, with 
thongs made of raw hides, or with feourges Ras | 
nad balls of lead, or iron points at the end. 

| | While 
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many were chained in the moſt uneaſy 
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White they were ſtretched on the rack, they 
frequently applied burning coals or torches to 
their arms or fides : often at the ſame time tear- 


mg off their fleſh with pincers or combs of iron. 
Inſomuch that the bones being laid bare, and 
the entrails lying uncovered, the flame enter- 
ing into the body put an end to the life of the 


F. They who ſurvived theſe 10rtures, and per- 


kſted in proſeſſing 'themelyes Chriſtiaus, were 


either" executed or remanded: to priſou- Their 


Friſons were only another ſort of tortute, being 


commonly dark and loathſome dungeons. Here 
"= put fetters upon their hands and feet. N 
d 1 necks: 


had large pieces of wood hung at their 


_ 
with weights faſtened to their legs or arms: 
Sometimes they ftrewed the floor with mall 
picces of glaſs, or fragments of earthen veſſtis, 


on which they ſtretched out the priſoner, naked 


as he was, and wounded all over. There 
ſometimes left them te die of hunger and. thir 


and the feſtering of their wounds. At other 


1imes 8. carefully healed them, but it was, that 


they might torture them anch. They. uſually 
ſorbade their ſpeaking to avy ee as know- 
ing that in this condition they 


had converted 
many Iufidels, and often the jailor, or even the 


ſoldiers that guarded them. But they permitted 


them to converſe with any, who were like to ſhake 


their reſolution; a“ father, a mother, a child, a 


ife, whoſe tender words, or ſilent eldquence, 
Gere mother der el rempiotion,and-ofen more 


# Fungerdds dba tlie horpeſt torments. 
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6. In the mean time their fellow) Chriſtians 
did not forgat them. They! prayed: fot them 
without ocaſing! If they were not — to 
miniſter to them in priſon; gt leaſt they attend- 
ech them to the plate of their martyrdom. They 
exhorted them (often to the loſs: of their own. 
hves). to .endure unto the end. They obſerved 
their laſt words which were commonly prayers, 
ani} fonti fied themfelves- by their example. Nor 
was it to! alone, but to confeſſors alſo . 
that'they paid the greatbſt-hondur ; that is, thoſe. 
who had\confefſed Chriſt befare: the magiſtrate, 
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of HE chunk ak carp « al who 1 were un⸗ 
1 able, to help themſelves, of whatever age 
as ſex: the blind, the lame, the maimed, the 
dectepid; and theſe they eſteemed the treaſure 
of, the church. They 99 likewiſe; a particular 
care of children; not only ef the orphan chil- 
den of Chriſtians, but of thoſe, wn their 
Heathen: parents expoſed; and indeed of all 
others, they, could, procure. Their end in all, 
was, by means of temporal, to lead them to ſpi 
xitual, goods; n like circumſtances, | 


they 


go The Manners of the 


Hop -reliered 2 \Chtiftin before a Heathen, ani 
ef Chriſtians, the moſt holy firſt. For this every 


church had à commoii ſtock, which the deacons 


Ciſtributed:according to the orders of the biſhop, 
after giving him an account of che conduct: as well 
as wants of the people committed to his charge. 
2. And as ſoon as à ſtranger ſhewed, that he 
was in the communion” of the church, he was 
received with open arms: for which end the 
Chriſtians h travelled, took letters of their bi- 
ſhop, declaring che condition of the bearer: 
whether he was 4 catechumen, a penitent, or one 
of the faithful: bekdes which, there were recom - 
:mendatory letters, to diſtinguiſh prieſts, deacons, 
confeſſors, and, thoſe who ſtood in need of any 
particular alhftance ooo 
3. Not that their hoſpitality was conhned te 
their brethren. . At extended to all, Heathens as 
well as Chriſtians. Of which we have a re- 
markable inſtance in the caſe-of St. Pacomius, a 
young Namam captain, Who being upon Bis 
march with his men, and taking up his quarters 
in a city they came to, was amazed to ſind the 
inhabitants receive them with as much affection, 
as if they had been their ed friends. He = 
quired who'they were? And was anſwered, 
were ua people of a particular religion, called 
Cßbriſliant. He deſrred to- be informed, what the 
grounds of this- religion were? Andithis was the 
beguming of his convetfion. n 
: 4. But their-care and tendernefs toward the 
ſiek, was yet more obſervable. © No difficulty, 
ind danger, no diſcouragements coald prevent 
their winiftering*totheſe;* When Mexatidria was 
 dreafffully'siQed *ich the (plague, in-the. * : 


44 
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riſt, prayed with them and.for them, exhorted, 


ef the Emperor Fiaterian) they! confirmed their 
love even to their -perſecutors, by aſſiſting ſubh | 
as were infected, though many of them died Y 
vith them. And the prieſts (conſtantly viſited 

the ſick Chriſtians, adminiſtered the holy eucha- 2 


comforted; and commended: their ſouls to God. 
Thay did not gear, but deſire death, as: only the 
gate of eternity. And even when their relations 
went before them, they leſs grieved for their 
own preſent loſs, than they rejoiced foritheir hap- 
py deliverance, and if a aeg 1 EG Ng 
them again in paradiſe. 
5. Such were the manners of, the ancient * 

Cari iftians : ſach were the followers of || 
Ehrilt, both in Faith: and practice, hile Aiea ; 


theniſm reigned, and perſecution continued. = 
4 


This obliged them to a continual ſenſe of the 
preſence of God, and watchfulneſs over them- : 
:ſelves: every one expecting: the hour When he © + 
ſhould be betrayed by his * i his child, or his 0 
neareſt relation. And herein was ſeen the pati- ' 
enceiof. the ni, then a common name for all. 
Chriſtians. Rveci in peace. they daity ty looket for 9 
the return af War: nor was that peaces itſelf f 
ever entire, for many Chriſtians duffertd,: even 
to blood, where there was no open. Mrſecutioni: 


and many of them were ;ſpailed. and pillaged 


with impunity eren at noon· day. Or, if op- 
preſſion tand viulence ceafed for a Mhile, con- 
'tempt and hate inerer chen To ſpeak and 
write all: matmer of chi f the Chriſtians, - to 
:revile, to mock ati them, itoctutwalem into ridi- > * 
cule: ochis. was ndt only permĩttod, but approved; 
<xppleudeds! abtborizdy.c Int his mored, them! 
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not: 2 juſb contempt, nor — bs 
ed caluninies drew from: them any murmuring 
br complaint. continually returned good 
for evil. They latjcaired, if it had been : poſh» 
ble, to live'peaccably' with all men. They ſtu- 
died all ways of gaining their affections. They 
conformed:/to all; their innocent cuſtoms. . And 
of ſo doing, they were never. tired, never over: 
came: with evil; even whorpithey could not overs. 
core oil with good. to} 9161909 (M39 
6. Thair patience ſhone: moſt * to 
princes and magiſtrates- Nothing could force 
them, to ſpeak evil of dignities.. They honoured: 
them as the miniſters of God. They paid them 


all the | obedience | which conſiſted with their 


duty tœ him. Preſſed as the 8 ſuch injuſ- 
; tice and-unheard-of trueltics) never t ö 
Af taking up arms for their ee 80 fat 
frem it, that as numerous as the Ohriſtian fob 
diers were in all the Roman armies, thoy never 
made uſe of the arms they had in their hands, 
but qccording to the orders of their generals. 
Nay; ve ſoe the entire legiam of St. Aue 
knawm by the name of the Theben legion! ſub.” 
ſaring abermff luns to bo / maſſacred — reſiſts. 
auc, äther than, * ee eee 
Gabor Cæſar. ene 5 43 e b 
37 This ed length 1. 
the powers of the world to fubmit to. 
pel;c. Lhbe- rfecutions continued, till ein. little: 
mare than t huridrad years, there was a pro- 
digious number of: Chribans of: atk guns and 
' coiditions; And henwee cams: the ontreme ru 
2 dhe laſt perſeoutipn - Mut this, like: al 


e atended C farther, ant 
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For with the love of the world entered EXT un- 


+ 


Ancient Chriflinns.. 33 15 a 
eſtabliſhed it ſo much the more firmly; till the 1 


Emperor Caꝝſtantine declared himſelf its pro- 
teckor. The - Chriflians then began to live at 
+ cafe, but at the ſame time they began to loſe the 


© Chriflian ſpirit. The world mixing with the 4 


church, effected as a friend what it never could 
white an open enemy: it transfuſed its own ſpi- 
Tit into the ſervants of Chriſt, who became in- 
ſenſibly lovers of the world, lovers of themſelves, ' 
and lovers of pleaſure more than lovers of God. 


hely deſire, every earthly, ſenſual, deviliſþ paſſion: 
which from that time have abounded more. and 
more, and ſo ſhall do, till the time approaches 
For the reſtitution of all things. 
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en I-88 oa 
Chaps 1. or the Life of Chriſt | * 
Chap. 11. Or the Church at Jeruſalem 
Chap. III. The State of the . . | 


their Converſion - I2 
Chap. IV. Of their Prayer and Study of the 
Scriptures - - . 16 
Chap. V. Of their Faſts, — WO and 
Seriouſneſs - 19 
Chap. VI. Of their Marriages, their Union, 
and public Aſſemblies . - 23 


Chap. VII. Of their Perſecutions = 26 


Chap. VIII. Of their Care of the Poor and 
Sick. Their Hoſpitality and Patience 29 


